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elementary duties of a Church towards them, and
teach them the first principles of its own faith. It is
the appalling ignorance of the people concerning the
faith of their own Church that is so striking at this
time: plays, poems, sermons, and public speeches all
bear evidence of this ignorance, and yet the time was
full of intellectual energy. The Catholic Church
had no opponents in its own sphere when the Refor-
mation began, and the spiritual life of the nation was
entirely in its hands; that it came to be regarded with
hatred or with ignorance, is the most damning evi-
dence that can be produced of Its failure as a spiritual
force. It embodied in its teaching a larger concep-
tion of life, and finer and more magnificent idealism,
than anything the Reformed religions could show,
and yet people turned from It to the dry bones of
Protestantism, and went cheerfully to the fire rather
than to the nation's ancient faith. Rightly or wrongly,
they held that the ecclesiastical system under which
they had lived for centuries had deceived them; that
It was a fraud and a lie. The newer faith, which so
many loyal souls held to be the river of the water of
life, was at its best but a turbid and muddy stream;
but the people of England chose It for their drinking
because they believed there was poison In the ancient
river. Why these things were history has not fully
shown. The Protestant hatred of Rome is based largely
on prejudice and ignorance, but the Catholic Church
must purge herself of many stains and evils before she
can stand justified before the tribunal of history.

That the allegorical and mystical presentation of the
Sins should suffer change when all round was changing